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The AZLAQ Board of Directors met on July 5, 2006.  The following is a summary of that meeting. 

 

Attendees: Louise Mansolillo, Judy Taylor, Lorrie Meek, Janice Bahrt, Karen Jenkins, and Shari Lillywhite. 

 

Absent: Kathy Schneider 

 

President Louise Mansolillo called the meeting to order. 

 

Secretary: Lorrie read the minutes of the May 17, 2006 meeting. 

 

2006 Business: 
 

Status Report for: 

July – Louise will email membership for a head count so we can plan on the food. Diane’s lecture will be 1 hour and 
Louise will demonstrate the Pantograph Planner. 

 

September – Tickets are now available for anyone that wants to attend our meeting on September 16th with Sharon 
Schamber as our guest speaker..  We will do a cake for our birthday celebration. We will start collecting dues and taking 
photos of new members for 2007. 

 

November – We signed the contract for the Scottsdale Community.  Karen brought forms for the President’s Challenge. 
She will be mailing a packet out to the membership with an entry form, instructions and rules.  We will pay each judge 
$50.  We will also have our Election of Officers for 2007. 

�

Board Member Reports: 
Treasurer: ��	�)��������������������)����	����	���������	����� �	�����	)���	����)�	)����������������	���������	�� �
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Ways & Means: ����
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2007 Business: 
 

Nominating Committee �� ���
��	��(����������	��������������	������)�������� ��

�

Calendar Wish List ��%���	��������	�������	�6��
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Fundraising Projects ��-����������)�������������	�6�������	�� �
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By-Laws �������6����	���
���������������������	�������)��	� ������������������������577;�)���	����
��������������� �����
����	��������������������	���	���
� �

 

The meeting adjourned. 
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Heading for cooler temperatures, AZLAQ members met in Prescott for our July meeting.  As a change 
of pace, the meeting started at 10:00 am instead of our usual 1:00 PM format. President, Louise Mano-
lillo welcomed everyone and updated members as to both old and new AZLAQ business.  

Judy Taylor distributed a sample quilting services rate sheet she obtained when taking  a class in Cali-
fornia and gave a presentation on what other longarmers are charging around the region. It was a lively 
and productive conversation and everyone agreed we all need to take a look at our own pricing struc-
ture and see if there are any areas that need revising.  

Sandwiches and drinks were provided by AZLAQ and everyone else brought either a salad or dessert.  
The food was FABULOUS and a special thanks to all who participated!!!!  Kathy Schneider conducted 
a silent auction from articles donated by AZLAQ members.  It was great fun and something we will 
definitely do again in the future.  

The afternoon session was a presentation by Diane Pitchford on “What Judges Look For in Judging 
Your Quilt.” (Her presentation is presented on page 4 of this newsletter). 

New templates, gizmos, notions and  whatnots were available for demonstration and  everyone was in-
vited to a future pantograph planning class with Louise Mansolillo.  

With thunderstorms looming, the meeting adjourned at 3:00PM.  

A very special “Thank You” to Sam Logan for the loan of her church. Your hospitality was very much 
appreciated. 
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AZLAQ member, Diane Pitchford was our guest 
speaker at the July, 2006 meeting in Prescott.  
The following are the highlights of her presenta-
tion. 

 

Before you enter your quilt in a quilt show, make 
sure you: 

A)  Know  the deadline for submission of your 
       quit.  MARK IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

B)   READ the RULES. 

C) Enter your quilt into the right category. 

D) Confirm the required size and placement    
of the sleeve. 

E)   Confirm the requirement for size, content, cover  and placement of the label. 

 

Judges are employees of the sponsoring organization. As such, they are bound to follow the entry rules 
as outlined for all entries.  Judges are bound to keep an open mind, not to be influenced by their own 
personal preferences and to be discrete. As they say, “what is said in the judging room, is to stay in the 
judging room.” Typically a judge will spend approximately 3 minutes judging your quilt.  What they 
are considering are the “fine details.”  These details include but are not limited to the following: 
 

A) The visual impact of the quilt.  Does it have a “WOW” factor? Does it grab your attention? 

B) The submitted quilt fits into the right category. If no appliqué, then the quilt cannot be entered into 
an appliqué class. 

C)  The quilt lays flat and is square. 

D) The binding is full, straight and the corners are perfect 90 degree angles. If the corners were  
mitered, they too should be at 90 degree angles and a small stitch should be applied to make  
sure corners are secure.  All binding should be applied with matching thread and no stitches  
should be visible. There should be no gaps between stitches.   

E) All threads should be clipped. There should be no “bearding” or fibers of batting showing  
      through to the front. 

F)  The quilt should be “show ready.”  That means the quilt is clean, there is no odor and there  
        is no pet hair. 

G)  There should be no bleeding of color. 
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H) Piecing—The piecing should be precise.  Intersecting points or junctures should meet.  Points should 
be visible and not cut off. Seam allowances should be pressed properly and  pressed to the “dark        
side.”  Sashings and borders should be STRAIGHT! 

�=� Appliqué—curves should be curved.  Points should be sharp.  Stitches hidden and secure.  Dark  
 fabrics are not shadowing. Make sure decorative stitches enhance and do not distract from the  
 quilt. Basting stitches must be completely removed. All knots (unless decorative) must be  hidden.�

�=�  Quilting—Does the quilting enhance and/or complement the quilt? Stitch lengths should be  consis    
  tent. The length is not as important as the consistency, so make sure overall quilting and  
  stitch length are consistent. Stops and starts should not be noticeable.  Bury your stitches when  
  and where possible. Make sure your quilting (either hand or machine) fills the space.  Do not                  
  leave any spaces with gaps, puckering or uneven density. Quilting lines should be straight!  
  Stitch in the ditch should be “in the ditch.”  Your thread color choice should complement  
  the quilt and not distract. �

�=�  Art Quilts should be of an original design and/or an original technique.�

(=�   The submitted quilt should demonstrate a degree of difficulty.�

 

Quilters enter quilts into shows for many different reason, but perhaps the most important reason is to 
learn how to improve your quilting.  Remember ~ it is the QUILT being judged, not YOU! 

 

THANK YOU. Diane for a wonderful presentation and for sharing your quilts and their respective judges 
comments. Congratulations also goes to Diane for being named the Chairman of the 2007 Arizona 
Quilters Guild Quilt Show.  

Helpful Hint of the Month 

 

“To Improve Your Longarm Quilting Skills Remember: 

 ~ Do what a hand quilter would do (stabilize, bury threads, etc.) 

 ~ Do the hardest and most complex designs you can do 

 ~ Do the best you can do” 

 

2006 AZLAQ President’s Challenge Reminder! 
�

Information has been mailed to all members and has also been posted on the AZLAQ website.  The pat-
tern is simple—the purpose of this challenge is to showcase your longarming skills.  The rules are sim-
ple—you must be a member in good standing and construct the quilt top according to the directions pro-
vided.  The September 1st deadline for submitting your entry form is fast approaching.  Don’t delay.  
Mail your entry form today! 
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AZLAQ 2007 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Nominations are now being accepted for the 2007 AZLAQ Board of Directors.  If you are inter-
ested in running for any of the following offices, please contact Judy Taylor at 
“JTaylor359@aol.com” or Lorrie Meek at “Lorriem2@cox.net.”  Candidates must be members in 
good standing and must be able to attend board meetings on the Wednesday before each Scheduled 
AZLAQ General Meeting.  If you are interested but afraid you do not have the background to serve, 
please note that the officers currently holding these positions will work closely with you to reach a 
level of proficiency and comfort. 

 

 President   Communications 

Vice President   Hospitality 

Treasurer   Ways and Means 

Secretary   Newsletter 

 

The new officers will be elected at the November general meeting. 

And Speaking of the Newsletter………………….. 
Last fall your Newsletter editors requested any member to come forward that had an interest in preparing 
the newsletter.  No one came forward and so we continued on through this year.  However, if we do not 
find any member interested, we will have no other alternative but to cease publishing our newsletter.  As 
we have stated in the past, “we can not be all things to all people.”  We need the interest, support and 
willingness of our membership to keep the newsletter going. The purpose of the newsletter is to distrib-
ute information to our membership regarding: 

A. The activities of your board of directors 

B. Highlights of our general meetings 

C. Information pertaining to upcoming events 

D. Announcement of upcoming general meetings 

E. Acknowledgements of member awards, recognitions and industry accomplishments 

F. Articles of interest 

G.  Meet new members 

If we do not find a new editor, only small announcements will be posted on the front page of our web 
site. If you are interested, software training and support will be made available.  We will work with you 
on the September and November newsletters to speed your orientation and make your transition as easy 
as possible.  If you are interested, please contact Louise Mansolillo at “cactusquilts@yahoo.com.” 
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I just had the opportunity to attend my first “Quilt Camp in the Pines.”  I made my way to the regis-
tration desk with 20 minutes to spare before the class I was taking  was set to begin.  I picked up 
my “goodie bag” which was filled with lots of handouts, fat quarters, a ruler and other goodies and 
headed off to my first class.  Locating your class can be difficult, but there are always lots of  
friendly quilters to point you in the right direction.   

 

I took both Sharon Shamber’s Piec-lique and rough edge appliqué. I must say I was completely 
amazed I actually got my project finished in class (I NEVER get my projects finished as I am truly 
“piecing challenged). The classroom was large, air-conditioned and comfortable. Even with 25 stu-
dents in the class, Sharon was always immediately available to assist, answer a question or repeat a 
demonstration. Lighting was a problem so, if you attend any future class I would suggest you bring 
your own small lamp. Sharon is a wealth of information, an excellent teacher and more importantly, 
one of the leaders in the world of quilting at this time.  I love her quilting style and was truly in-
spired by her suggestions and support. 

 

I also took a class on freehand quilting 
from Gina Perkes.  We had 11 people in 
the class on 3 Gammill machines.  Gina 
would demonstrate on a sketch pad and 
then we would practice.  When comfortable 
with your practice design, each student was 
able to come to the machine and practice 
there.  This is an excellent program for the 
beginning to advanced beginner longarm 
quilter.  Gina demonstrated the 4 basic 
shapes of quilting and then expanded on 
each shape.  Borders, blocks and background fills were also presented.  Gena’s enthusiasm, exper-
tise and calm teaching style make this a very enjoyable class with something for everyone, no mat-
ter what your skill level! 

As it is summertime, the campus is sparsely populated, so food lines were very manageable.  You 
also had the option to go off campus to eat as we had an hour and a half for lunch.  

 

Whether you attend the Quilt Camp in the Pines or Quilt Camp in the Desert, this is an affordable 
vehicle for you to come take classes from some of the leading quilters in the United States.  Prices 
are affordable and for my money, well worth the $25 registration fee. 

 

As a first time “Quilt Camper,” I enjoyed getting out of the heat from the Valley and relaxing with  
new quilting friends.  I recommend you look into this fun experience next year or at Quilt Camp in 
the Desert, both are exceptional opportunities for us all to expand our creativity, improve our skills 
and get us out of the box.  I hope to see some of you there next year! 

�Judy Taylor 
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Tickets are $20 per person. To purchase a ticket contact Janice Bahrt at “weebeequilting.com. Seat-
ing is limited to 60, so purchase tickets as soon as possible.  Come see some of the fabulous quilts 
that have earned Sharon her reputation as one of our newest industry leaders. 

 

We Hope to See You There! 
 

�


