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Where did February and March go? For
many of us we know exactly where it
went! It went to frantically finishing,
quilting and/or binding not only our own
quilts, but also customer quilts to meet
the looming deadline for the AQG Quilt
Show?

1 | had my very first experience of working

on a quilt show under the leadership of
our own AZLAQ member, Diane Pitchford. There were so man y
finite details | had never even considered that all requir  ed docu-
mentation, coordination and volunteers. Oh, the volunteers! Where
would AQG be without their volunteers? To those AZLAQ membe rs

who came forth and helped with the judging, hanging, w hite glov-
ing, security, take down and any other aspects of the quil t show, |
say “THANK YOU!" If you did not volunteer this year, those of us
who did, ask you to join our ranks next year. How much eas ier this
daunting task would be if we had more help. With over 400  quilts
to hang, it was at times over-whelming.

Being in charge of the hanging this year, | have a new  appreciation
for what it takes to make everything look so great when ever yone
walks in the door. A special “thank you” to Karen Jenki  ns for work-

ing one additional day that she had not planned on, ju st to come to
my aide to put all the “finishing touches” on the hangi  ng prior to the
Preview Party. | would NOT have made it through this pr  ocess
without Karen’s help and support. THANK YOU!

| also want to say a special “Thank You” to all those wh
make Karen McTavish’s visit to Arizona a success. To Pat
thank you for allowing us to take over your store for 2 days
your Gammills, to Becky Klein for the use of your church and the
lunch and to you, our members, who signed up for Karen’s ¢ lasses
and support our goals to bring national teachers here to A  rizona.
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| look forward to seeing everyone at our May Meeting, until
then........... "Happy Quilting!”
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Board of Directors Meeting
March 24, 2007

Attendees: Judy Taylor, Terry Allen , Kathy Schneider, Pat Doro, Trac  y von Stein, Louise
Monsolillo, Cathy McClain

Absent: Karen Jenkins
President Judy Taylor called the meeting to order.

Minutes:  Tracy read the minutes from the January 17th Board Meeting . Louise accepted the
minutes as presented, it was seconded by Terry.

Old Business:

Karen McTavish Classes: Karen will be arriving on Monday before the classes and will be
spending the time with her family, so no dinner arrangem  ents need to be made. She has made
her own hotel and car arrangements. AZLAQ is to provide lun  ches for Wednesday and Thurs-

day Classes. Becky Klein to provide lunch for the Friday  Class. No snacks would be pur-

chased. Notes have gone out to the students for the need of sci ssors and other class supplies.

Review and Approval of 2007 Budget: The 2007 Budget was discussed and adjustments
were made to reflect the current needs. Tracy accepted the bu dget as presented and modified,
Louise seconded. The motion was approved.

Bio Books:  The information is being updated and attempts would be made  at the McTavish
Classes and the March 30th General Meeting to obtain missi ng member photos.

Membership Packets: Judy presented a new “Membership Packet” which shall be pr esented
to all existing members and all new members from this point forward.

New Business:

2007 Presidents Challenge: Judy announced her selection of a Wholecloth Quilt for her 2007
President’'s Challenge. The submitted quilt can be no larg er than 40"x40”. Categories would
included Best Overall, Best Thread Play, Best Use of Color, B est Panto, Best for Novice. Rules
will be posted in April newsletter and announced at the Marc  h, May and July meetings. Judy
and Diane will be the Judges again this year. Barbara H arrell is to be the President’s Quilt

Challenge Committee Chair.

Bylaws Revision: A change to the bylaws providing for termination of a memb  er was voted
upon and approved by a unanimous vote.



Board Member Reports:
Vice President: None as Karen was not present

Treasurer : The account balance is $4555.60 It is reconciled and is balanced $1750
(balance of class registration fees, her hotel for one night an d $250 fee to lecture at the
March 30th meeting) is due to Karen McTavish. This will leave a balance of $2805.

Membership: 52 current members

Ways and Means: Pat has found new items to offer for sale. These include:
-Hanging Bags will be $5 Each
-Coffee Cups will be $10 Each
-Shirts will be $30 for Short sleeves and $35 for the long s leeves.
Items will be available for sale at each meeting.

Community Service: Louise brought up Quilts of Valor as another recipient of d  onated
quilts. She will work out the coordination with Janice.

Communications : Ads promoting membership in AZLAQ will be placed inth e AQG Chat-
ter.

Logistics for March Meeting:

Set-up will be needed before the group arrives. Board members wi Il be there for meeting
and greeting current members and guests as they arrive. Cat  hy will get pictures of the miss-

ing members. A $10 charge for guests at the door. Becky Kl ein has offered to provide
snacks. The program will include a brief discussion by  the President. Quilt show winners

will display any quilts they brought. Also show any w  ork from the previous three days of
classes. Karen McTavish will provide a trunk show and d  iscuss her wholecloth quilting .

July Workshop: Place will be announced after April 1 for confirmation of location.
The program will start with 30 minutes of a Business meeti  ng.

A Member Vendor Mall is to be open to all members who have a qui  Iting product to sale.
Book Look! Books from member libraries will be available to rev  iew, providing a great op-
portunity to review a book before purchasing it.

A Silent Auction will be conducted for unused items ‘elephan t sale’. Money is to go to the
guild.

Lunch will be potluck. Guest Speaker(s) to be announced.
The meeting adjourned at 1:05 PM.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to our Past President, iShdlywhite, on the recent death of her husband
Joe. Joe and Shari were partners in life and partners irethlongarm business. As Shari has said, “I've lost
my best friend.” We miss you Shari and look forward toisgeyou soon. “Hugs” from us all.



Highlights From Karen McTavish Custom Heirloom Clas s

A hands-on class in Custom Heirloom Quilting from Karen Mc  Tavish — what a wonderful way to
spend the day. And having the opportunity to take the clas s right here in the Valley was an extra
bonus. Karen has created many beautiful, award-winning  quilts and | was really looking forward

to learning as much as possible.

Karen uses stencils to layout and mark nearly everything th  at she plans to stitch on a quilt. She
demonstrated ways to incorporate sections of multiple stencils  to better fit the size and layout of
the quilt top and several suggestions were given on what to look  for when purchasing stencils to
accommodate continuous line stitching. Everyone in the class  was inspired to start shopping for
stencils and/or revive those stencils that have been stashed away collecting dust.

After getting a few stencils transferred, Karen showed us her method for stitching feathers.
Karen's feathers closely resemble the style of feathers a hand quilter typically creates, giving a
fabulous heirloom appearance to her quilts.

Then we moved on to McTavishing. | had tried my hand at  “McTavishing” on some practice pieces,
but was never satisfied with my results. My version alwa ys looked choppy and awkward, nothing
at all like the beautiful, free-flowing backgrounds | saw on Karen’s award winning quilts. After
watching Karen demonstrate the technique and offer several poin  ters on the spacing and direction
of stitching, | was inspired to give McTavshing anothert  ry.

We finished out the day with a small trapunto project. | had never seriously considered creating a
wholecloth quilt or using trapunto on any of my quilts, bu  t | really enjoyed this portion of the class.
And since the AZLAQ President’s Challenge this year is aw holecloth, it will definitely come in
handy.

Learning the art of the "hump, hump, bump”
for heirloom looking feathers.

A group lesson on how to cut
away trapunto




Karen demonstrates how to start Diane Pitchford working on her

a trapunto piece “Heirloom Feathers”
Karen demonstrates how to load a longarm to create a custom heirloom wholecloth
Marking the top for “feathers and Judy Pryor preparing to practice

Rope” demonstration “McTavishing”



KAREN MCTAVISH WHOLECLOTH CLASS

Does anyone know how many
“Blue Pens” we went through on Friday?

Stencils, stencils and more stencils........

Scenes From a Wholecloth Design Class
By Judy Taylor

Have you ever gone to a quilt show and admired the wonderful d esigns and quilting on wholecloth
quilts? To anyone who has ever questioned how the design, backfill, and trapunto were created, their
guestions were answered at Karen McTavish’s “Wholecloth Design  Class.”

Following a brief lecture on the history of wholecloth quilts and how to pre-mark your top in preparation
for adding the design, the 18 students quickly got to work  creating their own individual quilt tops. With
more than 250 stencils on the floor to search through, each st udent slowly created a border, center motif
and background fill. What sounded like a simple task, f illed up most of their class time, much to the
amazement of everyone!

A very special “Thank You” to Becky Klein for hosting us a t Esperanza Lutheran Church. More impor-
tantly we all are grateful for the cinnamon buns in the m orning, the chicken salad on croissant with a
side of fruit salad, and especially the strawberry cak e for lunch. We all agreed it was like going home
to Grandma’s. We want to know when we can come again!

To all those AZLAQ members who took this class, we are anxi ous to see your finished project in the 2007
AZLAQ President’'s Challenge in November!



KAREN MCTAVISH
GUEST SPEAKER AT MARCH MEETING

Karen McTavish presented a trunk show and lec-
ture to 39 members and guests on Saturday, March
31, 2007.

Describing how she got into the professional long-
arm business was both humorous and something
that most of us could easily identify with. Who
wouldn’t love a Mother who secured your first long-
arm job from a quilt shop teacher for her class sam-
ple, when you barely knew how to thread the ma-
chine. The rest, as they sayj, is history.

Using her beautiful quilts as a focal point, Karen
went on to describe the evolution of her award win-
ning wholecloths. She illustrated the design process
and the use of under-laying fabrics to create beauti-
ful pastel backgrounds. Seeing the intricate ma-
chine stitching and “McTavishing” up close was ex-
citing for all those attending,

Karen also shared her perspective on current
trends in the longarm industry. They include:
Micro stippling is out
Anything “micro” (feathers, circles, etc.) is in
Hand quilting is making a big comeback
Use of crystals is considered passé
New twists on old blocks is very fashionable
Thread play is very popular at present

From humble beginnings, Karen McTavish has
truly risen to be one of the top quilters in our pro-
fession.




AZLAQ Member
Diane Pitchford
Receives First

“Certificate of
Merit”

Recognizing her outstanding contributions to the field of qui  Iting and longarming, AZLAQ Presi-
dent Judy Taylor, presented Diane Pitchford with the first “Certificate Of Merit ” awarded to any
AZLAQ member. Having served as a former President of The Ariz  ona Quilters Guild (“AQG”), the
AQG Small Quilt Auction Chair, and the AQG Quilt Show Chair on two previous occasions, Diane
has demonstrated strong leadership skills, professionalism a nd commitment to excellence through-
out her career. She is currently an NQA Certified Quilt J  udge Candidate and frequently serves as
a mentor/teacher to new longarmers and Gammill machine owners . On behalf of the Board of Di-
rectors for AZLAQ, we applaud Diane’s achievements and are proud to call her a member of
AZLAQ.

Karen Jenkins Named
AQG “Chatter” Editor

Karen Jenkins has been named the new Editor for the AQG
publication, “The Chatter .” Karen assumed this position in
February and will publish her first issue in April. C on-
gratulations Karen, we all look forward to reading your fi ~ rst
issue.




CONTRATULATIONS TO
THE 2007 AQG QUILT SHOW WINNERS FROM AZLAQ

Exemplary Professional Machine Quilting
Terri Doyle

Judges Choice
Barbara Harrell

1st Place — Large Quilt-Mixed Technigue-Professionally ~ Machine Quilted
Judy Taylor

2nd Place—Large Quilt-Mixed Technique-Professionally Machi  ne Quilted
Carol Collette

3rd Place—Large Quilt-Mixed Technique-Professionally Machi  ne Quilted
Penny Allen

HM—Large Quilt-Mixed Technique-Professionally Machine Qui  lted
Terri Doyle

3rd Place—Small Quilt—Pieced—Professionally Machine Quilted
Karen Jenkins

HM—Small Quilt—Pieced—Machine Quilted
Helen Cushing

3rd Place—Theme
Sharon Brooks

3rd Place—Miniature Quilt
Terri Doyle

2nd Place—Small Quilt—Appliguéd—Machine Quilted
Helen Cushing

3rd Place—Small Quilt—Appliquéd—Machine Quilted
Vicki Bohnhoff

2nd Place—Studio
Sharon Brooks

1st Place—Small Quilt—Mixed Technique-Professionally Machin e Quilted
Penny Allen

3rd Place—Small Quilt—Mixed Technique-Professionally Machi  ne Quilted
Carol Collette



2007 AZLAQ PRESIDENT’'S CHALLENGE

In honor of Karen McTavish’s recent visit to Arizona, AZLAQ President Judy Taylor, has chosen a
“Wholecloth” quilt for her 2007 President’'s challenge. Judg ing from some of the wonderful class
projects designed in Karen’s “Wholecloth Design” class, we ar e expecting to see some fabulous fin-
ished projects. If you have never entered a quilt show, this  is the perfect venue for you. Last year
we had 12 quilts and this year we are really hopeful to get 20! The following are the “Rules.”

Wholecloth Quilt

Fabric Requirements:
One piece of fabric cut into a 40 inch square. Fabric choice is yours.

Directions:

Create a wholecloth quilt using one piece of fabric cutin  to a 40 inch square. Get creative, think outside your
box. Thread, fabric type, fabric color, design, embellishm entis all your choice. Trapunto, thread art, crystal s
are all acceptable.

No Appliqué or Second Fabric:
This means your binding is the same fabric as the qui  It. No snippets of additional fabrics as embellishment.
The backing is up to you as is the batting.

Challenge Rules:
You must be a member of AZLAQ in good standing as of Septem ber 1, 2007.

To qualify as a “rookie” you must have purchased your mac hine between September 1, 2006 and August
31, 2007.

The quilt must be made according to the directions above.

Important Dates to Remember:

September 1, 2007 — All entries must be postmarked by this date. | will accept e-mail entries as long as the
form is filled out and sent as an attachment. Use one f orm for each entry please. A confirmation will be sent
via e-mail or postcard if there is no e-mail.

October 15, 2007 — All quilts are due to Barbara Harrell, 7115 N. 175  th Ave., Waddell, AZ 85355. My phone
is 623-935-2713 and e-mail bvhsew@earthlink.net .

November 17, 2007 - Quilt show and meeting! Please plan on picking up yo ur quilts after the meeting or
make arrangements for someone to pick them up.

Entry Information:

You may enter as many times as you want in any category,  all quilts will be judged unless marked for display
only.

Entry Classifications:

Pantograph/Overall — an edge to edge design or any use of a pantograph for t he wholecloth quilt.
Custom Quilting  — a combination of free motion, trapunto, meandering, blocks, stitch-in-the-ditch, bor
der treatments, templates, stencils or rulers.

Computer Assisted —  quilting with computer guided software engaged during a  ny part of the quilting
process.

For Display Only

Ribbon Categories:

Best of Show Viewers Choice

Rookie of the Year Pantograph / Overall — 1st, 2 nd 3rd
Best Use of Color Custom Quilting — 1 st, 2nd  3rd

Best Innovative Techniques Computer Assisted — 1 st, 2nd | 3rd
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May Meeting

Date: May 19, 2007
Time: 1:30 PM (Please Note Time Change)
Location: The Bernina Connection
4219 East Indian School Road
Phoenix, AZ 85018

Speaker:
Nancy Goldsworthy
“Threads, Untangling the Mystery”

Nancy was born and raised in the Pacific Northwest. She h  as spent her whole career in one part of the
sewing industry or another. In 2001, after 30 years int  he industrial sewing industry, Nancy left her job
with one of the world's largest sporting apparel manufactu  rers to follow her love of quilting. She set up
her longarm machine, printed up flyers and started her own longarm quilting business, Nine Patch Quilt-
ing.

It didn’t take long to notice that the needles that were suppl  ied with her machine were not good quality.
After a bit of research she discovered that not only are there  better needles available for the long-arm ma-
chines, there are several different varieties available. And a new career was born. Nancy now teaches
needle and thread classes for both longarm and domestic machi nes. She also teaches many quilt classes at
local quilt shops around the Northwest.

Nancy is the author of, “Needles & Threads & Bobbins, Oh, M y! A Quick Reference for Today’s Quilter .”
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