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AZLAQ NEWSLETTER 
A Chapter of the Arizona Quilters Guild   -  

September to November, 2007 

Hello Fellow Longarmers! 
 

Fall is almost here and the weather is FINALLY becoming 
more tolerable.  
 
I will be so glad to wear sweaters, sit in front of the firep lace 
and cozy up with a good book.  But alas, it also means for 
many of us that we are entering our busiest season.  With our 
Winter Visitors returning and the  holidays fast approach ing, 
the days will get shorter and the stress will start to moun t.  As 
someone who has been there and done that for more than 6 
years, I offer to you some humble advice: 
 
· Shut your studio door at 5:00 pm;   
· Take time for yourself and for your family;   
· Do NOT take on more work than you can comfortably schedul e; 
· Set a deadline for holiday quilts to be received in your stud io; 
· Set realistic turnaround times; 
· Treat yourself to a massage; 
· Take breaks; 
· Have a cup of tea in the afternoon; 
· Repeat after me…….”no.” 

 
I personally know the toll that working 12 hour days, 7 da ys a 
week can take on you physically and on your loved ones.  Pla n 
your Fall/Holiday season and stick to your plan.  In the end, I 
hope that it will mean you too can enjoy baking, making you r 
own quilt gifts and more importantly enjoy being a longarmer ! 
 
I wish you all good quilting and look forward to seeing you at 
the November meeting. 
 

Your President, 
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DON’T  
FORGET— 

 
If you are  

interested in 
serving on 

the 2008 
Board of  

Directors, 
contact 
Karen  

Jenkins  
at 

“quiltedtoad 
@cox.net.”  
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Board of Directors Meeting   May/July      
September 6, 2007 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Judy Taylor at 10:15. 
 
���������� � Judy Taylor, Karen Jenkins, Terry Allen, Louise Monsolill o, Tracy von 
Stein.  ������� �Pat Doro 
 
	
������ � The minutes of the June 20th, 2007  Board of Directors meeting  were read 
by Tracy. Louise made the motion to accept them, and it was  seconded by Karen.  
The motion was approved by all. 
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Vice President:  Karen announced that she has been working on filling the B oard 
positions for 2008. Positions filled so far include:  Vice P resident   Barbara Harrell,   
Treasurer  Terry Allen and   Membership   Tracy von Stein.   Other positions have 
not yet been confirmed and names were discussed as to who may b e interested in 
filling the positions. 
 
Treasurer:  The current account balance is $5,246.86.  Terry noted t hat AZLAQ still 
owes Myrna Ficken $3,000.00 in fees for  classes  she will be teaching, and for speak-
ing  at the Saturday General Meeting.   Also discussed was  the federal tax informa-
tion needed for any Teacher to whom we pay more than $600.  The budget  to actual 
financial report was also reviewed.   
 

Membership:    Kathy reported that we currently have 67 members.  New mem ber-
ship packets were being sent to those who just joined.  Discus sion followed regarding 
the logistics necessary for getting photos of both new and exis ting members for the 
Bio-Books.  Name tags were discussed and Judy showed  the Boar d new name tags 
that she had found and that were much nicer and easier to u se.  Louise made a mo-
tion that we spend $35.00 for  the new name tags, Terry sec onded and the motion 
carried. 
 
Ways and Means:  There is no report as Pat Doro was absent.  Judy said tha t she 
would contact Pat and see if there was anything to report a bout sales of fund raising 
items. 
 

Community Service:  Louise announced that she had received only one quilt so far 
to be donated to the Yapavi Senior Center, although she was ex pecting at least one 
more at the general meeting.  Tracy admitted that she was be hind in her work, and 
would get one to Louise as soon as she could get it done.   This  brought to the table 
the discussion that most of the members also belong to other qui lting groups, and 
that we are often being asked to donate quilts for these groups  and others.    It was 
suggested that we eliminate the  group donation to a set group,  but encourage all 
our members to continue their charity work. 



 3 

 

 

����������� ��Judy stressed how much work she puts into the newsletter and she proposed 
changing it to a different format.  Suggestions were made a bout making it a simple an-
nouncement  page on the AZLAQ website. The page would include current photos of our 
last general meetings, quilt show winners and other brief it ems of interest.  The Board 
agreed to this change with discussion to be held at the gener al meeting.  A Volunteer will 
be searched for to maintain the information for the newsletter. 

����
����������������� � The Board discussed extending the deadline to allow more people to 
fill out entries for the challenge.  The deadline for the fin ished quilts will also be extended  
to encourage more people to contribute a quilt for the challenge. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
	����� �
����� ��������� � yrna Ficken classes were moved to a new location that was more  
flexible for her personal teaching schedule. Myrna  has m ade the arrangements herself, 
and has paid the fees for the meeting room.  Terry will send ou t announcements to let peo-
ple who signed up for the classes know about the change. 
 
 ���������� !������� 	���
���� ��������	�
����
������
��	��  logistics of the September meeting.  
Brief announcements from the Board will be followed by the int roduction of Myrna Ficken.   
Judy mentioned that she would pick up clear plastic fil m to be used for Myrna demonstrat-
ing different quilting ideas on quilt tops that members a re encouraged to bring.  Louise 
will take care of hospitality and will order the club’s bi rthday cake.  Gift boxes will be as-
sembled to be handed out at the first of the meeting. 

�"#��$ %�"  ��
 

�
&������ 	���
��� �  The meeting will be held  at the Horizon Community Center (1 00th 
and Frank Lloyd Wright). The room rental will be $70. The Board felt the  location and size 
of the meeting area would make this a good location choice.  P resident’s Challenge quilts 
will be displayed, with the ribbons for the winning quil ts.  Susan Vassallo will speak about  
art quilting. 
 
��
������ '
�� ��(�� ����) �   Currently there are no Classes planned but the Board will  con-
tinue to look for ways of continuing the tradition of offering  education and learning oppor-
tunities for the Chapter as a whole. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 
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Book Review 
 

The Quilter’s Homecoming  
by Jennifer Chiaverini 

 

This latest book in the Elm Creek Quilts series takes place in the 1920’s.  Eleanor Bergstrom and 
Henry Nelson, who have known each other since childhood, marry and move west to California to 
start a new life.  Henry has bought a ranch, Triumph Ranch, sight unseen with money from his inheri-
tance from his parents’ farm in Pennsylvania. When they arrive in California, they find out they have 
been victims of a scam.  Totally devastated with this news, they agree to be hired on to work on the 
farm in order to save money for their return home. Eleanor also barters her wedding quilts and other 
gifts to the local hotel owner for necessary items that she and Henry need to survive. 
 
While cleaning the cabin where they will live, Eleanor finds two quilts in an old trunk, which she lov-
ingly washes and repairs.  She also befriends Rosa, a woman in the area, not knowing that the quilts 
belong to Rosa’s family.  They had been left in the cabin by Rosa’s mother as a way to reconnect 
with the daughter who was shunned by her family. 
 
As was true for most people who lived through the Depression era, depending on friends and family 
was very hard, but very necessary to survive. And people survived by moving forward and not look-
ing back. 
 
This book shows the courage that everyone holds within, that every good deed leads to another, and 
most times, when one door closes, another one opens. 
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2008 Slate of Officers 
 

President—Karen Jenkins 
Vice President—Barbara Harrell 

Secretary—  Denise Hester 
Treasurer—Terry Allen 

 
The Election of Officers will take place at the November 
general meeting.  Please take the time to attend this im-

portant meeting and VOTE! 
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November  Meeting 
 

November 17, 2007 
 

1:00 PM 

 

NOVEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS! 
 

Election of Officers! 
 

Our guest speaker will be AZLAQ member Susan Vasallo, who will give a presentation  entitled, 
“Creative Ways to Design Your Own Meander and  

Therefore Please Your Customers Who Want Original Work.”  
 

Who were the award winners for the 2007 President’s Challenge?  Come and See!!!!! 
 

In the spirit of the Holidays, please bring your favorite  
holiday “goodie” to share with your longarm friends.   

Cookies, candies, and any other delicious treats would we welcomed. 
Water, coffee and sodas will be provided. 

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THEN! 

City of Scottsdale— 
Horizon Community Center 

15444 N. 100th St. 
 

From the 101 exit EAST onto Frank Lloyd Wright. 
Turn LEFT onto 100th Street.  Community center 

will be on your LEFT.  Watch for AZLAQ  
direction signs to meeting room. 
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DESIGNING AN  
INNOVATIVE-TRADITIONAL QUILT 

 
AZLAQ member Terri Doyle presented a slide show and demonstration on 
how she creates an innovative traditional quilt.  This state and national award 
winning quilter, shared how she comes up with an idea, creates her pattern and 
then solves piecing challenges. The quilt featured in her presentation is the 
latest project which will be headed to upcoming quilt shows.  All agreed, they 
cannot wait to see how Terri will quilt it.   
 

Good Luck Terri on this future award winner! 
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Myrna Ficken, one of the country’s top longarm quilters, presented a hands-on demonstration of “How Do I 
Quilt That” at the September 15th general membership meeting.  Using a plastic cover to protect quilts 
brought to the meeting by members, Myrna demonstrated her unique talents in custom designing quilts and 
solving quilting dilemmas that face all of us at one time or another.  What was supposed to be a one hour 
lecture, actually extended to an hour and a half with members lingering and asking for even more.  
 
This meeting also celebrated the 5th anniversary of AZLAQ’s formation as an AQG Chapter.  A special 
birthday gift, prepared by the AZLAQ Board, was presented to each member in attendance.   All agreed it 
was a great meeting with excellent attendance and active participation. 
 
A special “Thank You”  to all who attended this meeting and dealt with the last minute change of venue.  
This was completely out of our hands and unexpected.  We greatly appreciated everyone’s patience and 
positive attitude. 

Myrna Ficken  
Featured  

Speaker at  
September Meeting! 
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WELCOME NEW AZLAQ MEMBERS! 

GINGER DAUGHERTY 

VICKI OLSEN 

LORI ZIMMERMAN 


